Keep Kingsville Beautiful
September 16, 2010
City of Kingsville Conference Room

		Present							Absent
Stanley Laskowski		Alice Byers			Jeanette Price	Rahman Moes
Dennis Yaklin			Thomas Bingham		Cate Simpson		Sam Fugate
Cory Hinojosa			Yolanda Cadena		Jennifer Vela		Susan Ivy
Ken Oliver			Dianne Leubert		Pam Ratliff		Carol Anderson
Stephanie Yuma						Eddie Aguilera	Roland Perez											Johnny Macareno	Darla Martinez

		Visitors
Erick Soliz , Jr. Enlisted Assn. NAS-Kingsville
Erasmo Guerrero, First Class Petty Officer Assn. NAS-Kingsville
Dr. Monica Santaella, TAMUK



Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Stanley at 11:33 a.m.

Introduction of Guests – Visitors introduced themselves.

Approval of Minutes – The minutes were sent out to the members prior to the meeting.  A motion was made by Cory and seconded by Yolanda to approve the minutes as written.  The motion carried unanimously.

Presentation of the Budget –Stanley reported that copies of the financial report were emailed to the committee prior to the meeting.  Dianne reported that the balance in the account is $597.21.  Some of this money is encumbered (Dennis $300, reimbursement for loppers of 50.94, and repair on weedeater of 42.33).  The balance will be kept by the city unless spent before the end of the month.  A motion was made by Alice to accept the financial report and seconded by Yolanda.  The motion carried unanimously.

Discuss future maintenance cost for the Xeriscape Garden – Stanley stated that he had talked to the Downtown Merchants about sharing the cost of the maintenance for the garden.  They had said that they were having a meeting next week and would suggest that the group pay the cost for every third time it was mowed.  Dennis stated that it should take between $200 and $300 per month to maintain the garden.




Discuss Possible Workday for Xeriscape Garden – Stanley reported that the garden looks really good right now due to the work done by the students and the NAS Kingsville group, as well as regular mowing by Dennis’s workers..  It was suggested that we wait until the weather cools a bit to have a work day..  The weed control materials have been purchased and there is enough to cover the rest of the flowerbeds.  There are also about 75 bags of bark chips left to be used there. The date of Saturday, October 30, was suggested since there is not a home game for TAMUK.  There will be more discussion on this at the next meeting.

Discuss Site Location for an Oak Tree for the Xeriscape Garden to be donated by the Women’s Club in Memory of one of their Members – Stanley stated that the group had asked if they could plant a large tree with a memory marker in the garden.  After some discussion it was decided that Stanley will mark the spot to the north of the walkway for the planting, which will be done by Fox Nursery..

Update on Trash-Off scheduled for Saturday October 16 – Stanley reported that October 16 is homecoming for TAMUK, so that will eliminate help from the athletes.  He has informed Jennifer and she will discuss changing the date with Courtney, interim city manager.  October 9th or 23rd would be better since those are away game days.  He will notify the group once the city makes the decision. 

Receive and Consider Nominations for the “Because You Care Award” –Stanley placed a nomination for Omega Delta Phi to the board for their work at the Xeriscape Garden.  Dianne made a motion to approve this nomination and Alice seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Other Business –Dr. Monica Santaella, professor of Business Communications at TAMUK, explained her student’s project to develop a Farmer’s Market in Kingsville.  She would like to place this in the downtown area.  There was some discussion about a location and Stanley recommended that she ask the city for the area north of the Xeriscape Garden.  She plans to ask vendors to have food, arts and crafts.  A plan has been drawn up for a permanent location, with a cost of $320,000 ($100,000 for land) which is from a matching grant through the USDA.  She is also working on a Pepsi grant for marketing the program.  Stanley asked her to request permission to be on the agenda for the City Commissioners meeting on September 27th.  She will also meet with Bob Trescott.  Erasmo Guerrero reported to the group that he wants to become involved in the community.  He stated that he will bring volunteers to any event where help is needed.

Schedule Next KKB Meeting – The next meeting for KKB is scheduled for October 21 at 11:30 a.m. at the Recycling Center.

Adjournment – Stanley adjourned the meeting at 12:33 p.m.


Minutes prepared by Alice Byers


